Dear CML friends,

"New Horizons in Treating CML and GIST" has been a key event in the global CML and GIST advocacy calendar since it was first established in 2003. During this time the conference was funded and organized by Novartis. This year it was decided to transform “New Horizons in Treating Cancer” into an independent, multi-sponsored, fully community-organised conference: "CML Horizons 2012". The 2012 conference will be organized by the Swiss-based Leukemia Patient Advocates Foundation which is also the host of the global CML Advocates Network.

The CML Horizons 2012 Steering Committee met in October to discuss the new set-up, the conference programme and the venue. We are pleased to inform you that "CML Horizons 2012" will be held on 11-13 May 2012 in Munich, Germany. Please save the date in your calendars!

We are pleased to send you the preliminary agenda attached. We very much hope that you will be able to attend the 10th conference of its kind - with an exciting programme on CML advocacy, and great networking opportunities with CML advocacy leaders around the globe!

As every change brings both opportunities and challenges, we would like to draw your attention to one important fact. For 2012, three companies – Novartis as the initiating sponsor, plus Pfizer and Bristol-Myers Squibb – have committed to provide unrestricted educational grants to cover most of the costs of organising the conference. This will allow us increase the number of scholarships available, as well as reduce the conference fee to EUR 500. However we will not be able to cover everyone's total costs to attend CML Horizons.

In previous years, local Novartis companies covered your travel expenses and paid a conference fee, covering accommodation, breakfasts, lunches, dinners and local transport. Novartis has indicated that its country organisations will continue their commitment to financially support your participation. However, as this is no longer a Novartis-run conference, you will need to get in touch with your local contacts at Novartis yourself, in order to secure your support to attend CML Horizons 2012. The earlier you do this the better, since companies have to include the costs of your travel and the conference fee into their 2012 budgets, which they are finalising at present. Please also take into account that if Novartis is supporting your participation at a regional meeting such as “Rising Sun” or the "Alianza Latina" meeting, they may not be able to support your attendance at “CML Horizons 2012”. In case your local Novartis affiliate cannot support your attendance, you might consider to contact the other companies too.

Should you encounter difficulties in securing local support for your participation at “CML Horizons 2012”, please contact your regional member of our CML Horizons Steering Committee, and we will try to help. Our aim is to make sure that as many CML advocates from as many countries as possible will be able to attend the meeting. Please note that there is a restriction of two advocates per organisation, and that the conference will be held in English without simultaneous translation.

Registrations will start soon. We will keep you informed.

We are very much looking forward to seeing you in Munich for "New Horizons 2012"!

Best regards, 
your CML Steering Committee:

Anita Welborn (USA/North America)
Bahija Gouimi (Morocco/Africa)
Euszebius Jan Dziwinski (Poland/Europe)
Giora Sharf (Israel/Middle East)
Jan Geissler (Germany/Europe)
Jana Pelouchová (Czech Rep./Europe)
Pat Garcia-Gonzalez (USA/Latin America)
Zhengchen Liu (China/Asia-Pacific) 
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